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Baby Hexagon Quilt
made by Brigitte Giblin – Finished Size: 50 x 51 1/2 Inches
This pattern is published by Brigitte Giblin and is for
personal use only. It is a breach of copyright to
reproduce or photocopy this pattern.

PATTERN AND INSTRUCTIONS
The centre panel of this quilt was inspired by a French
cushion pattern published in 1862 in “Mode Illustree”. In
keeping with old French quilts and to avoid a bulky edge,
this quilt has no binding. Edges are simply turned in and
whip stitched. Cotton voile was used on the back to give
a very soft “baby” feel.

CENTRE
Refer to PAPER PIECING – THE ENGLISH METHOD and
WORKING WITH HEXAGONS
Step 1: make a clear plastic hexagon template with
¼ inch seam allowance for fussy cutting the hexagon
fabrics. Cover the papers and whipstitch the hexagons
together to make up the centre – see graph and refer to
picture.

NOTE: The General Instructions form part of these
instructions.
MATERIALS
• 300-400 half inch hexagon papers **
• An assortment of small print fabrics for the hexagons
• .5m (2/3 yd) cream or small print neutral toned fabric for
the background hexagons
• 1.5m (1 2/3yds) stripe fabric for the centre panel and
borders B & D (pink stripe)
• .6m (3/4yd) border fabric A
• 6m (3/4yd) contrast fabric for border C (green)
• Template plastic
• Hand sewing tools and 2B pencil
• Sewing machine for borders
Plus
• 2.1m (2 1/3yds) fabric for backing
• 55inch x 60inch thin cotton batting or your choice
** these items are available from:www.brigittegiblinquilts.com
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Step 2: the sets of 2 and 3 hexagons on the outer edge
hide the joining seams of the background panel (pink
stripe). You can sew these hexagons on later.
Note: If you are NOT using a stripe or directional fabric
for the centre panel background, skip the paper pattern
step and sew the sets of 2 and 3 hexagons to the centre
hexagons. Cut your background panel 22” long x 20 ½”
wide and go to Step 3 – your panel will not have a
hexagonal hole in the centre.
Cut a rectangle from paper: 22” long x 20 ½” wide
(includes ¼” seam allowance). Place your hexagon panel
in the centre of the paper and mark the outside edge of
hexagons with a pencil. Place a long ruler from
corner hexagon to corner hexagon and mark lines on the
paper from the hexagons to the edge of the paper –
see diagram next page
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Use the bottom right A piece and the left side B piece to
allow for adding seams.
Cut out the two paper pattern pieces A and B including ¾” seam allowance on the inner edge and ¼” seam
allowance on the sides. ¼” seam allowance is already
included on the outer edge of the paper.
From the panel stripe fabric cut: two A pieces; two Areversed and two B pieces, observing the straight grain
or stripe direction. Machine the pieces together using ¼”
seam allowance so that you have a rectangle frame
with a hexagon hole in the centre. Press the seams to
one side.
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Step 3: Sew the sets of 2 hexagons to the top and bottom of your hexagon panel and the sets of 3 hexagons
to the sides of the panel. Press the hexagon panel and
remove all the papers. Place the panel over the “hole”
in the frame. Pin and then baste all around the edges –
omitting the sets of 2 and 3 hexagons – fold these back
onto the centre so they are out of the way of the next
border seam.
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BORDERS
Step 4: from border fabric A cut: two strips 22” long x 6
½” wide and 2 strips 20 ½” long x 6 ½” wide.
From the cream background hexagon fabric cut: four x 6
½” squares
Sew the two 22” long strips to the sides of the centre

Step 7: Mark the scallop edge for the long side and the
short side by folding a mitred strip of kitchen paper cut
to the exact length and width of each border, until you
have a section about 3-inches wide (just like paper dolls).
Draw a curve across the top, about ½ inch from the
edge. Cut on the line and unfold the strip. Pin this strip
to the quilt top and mark the scallop with a 2B pencil.

Mark the opposite border with the same paper template.
Repeat for the other 2 sides of quilt. NOTE: it may be
necessary to re-draw the corner scallops to avoid a
“bunny ear” effect. Make them a little closer to the quilt
and match up lines.
panel. Sew the 6 ½” squares to the ends of the 20 ½”
strips, and then sew to the centre panel.

Step 8: Make up the 24 shapes of 4-hexagons
for the green border.

Step 5: pin the sets of 2 and 3 hexagons so that they
cover the seams of the background panel, and then
appliqué all around the edges of the hexagon panel.

Appliqué one shape to each corner over the
seam, and space the other 5 evenly onto each
border and then appliqué.

Make up the diamond hexagons shapes and appliqué
on point to the 4 corner blocks of border A. The 4 centre
hexagons are optional.

BACKING AND QUILTING

Step 6: From the remaining centre panel fabric (pink
stripe), cut: four border strips 1 ½” wide, selvedge to
selvedge for border B; plus five border strips 4 ½” wide,
selvedge to selvedge – for borders D.

From the backing fabric cut a 55-inch length. Cut the
remaining fabric in half along its length. Sew these two
pieces together one under the other, and then sew to the
55-inch length to make up the backing.

From the contrast border fabric (green) cut: five border
strips 4 ½” wide, selvedge to selvedge – for border C.

40”

SEE GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS –

28”

MITRED BORDERS
Sew the 1 ½” wide border B to the quilt centre leaving
a 2 inch overhang of the strips at each corner. Sew the
five strips for border C together to make one long strip.
Sew first and then cut. Sew this strip to border B, leaving a 5 inch overhang on each end. Sew the 5 strips for
border D together to make one long strip. Sew this strip
to border C, with a further overhang on each end – see
diagram.

20”

55”
28”

Mitre the 3 borders together.
quilt
borders

4 – Baby Hexagon Quilt

Baste the three layers together, top, batting and backing and quilt as desired. In keeping with the traditional
English method, I have not quilted the hexagon panel.
Do not quilt the outer border until the scallops have been
whipstitched.
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WHIPSTITCHING THE SCALLOP BORDER
Take out all the basting from the quilt and smooth out
the layers of the final border. Baste once more about one
inch in from the scallop marking. Carefully cut through
the 3 layers of quilt, batting and backing, about ½-inch
outside the marked scallop. Pin if necessary. Snip the
layers to the pencil mark between each scallop. Trim
about ½-inch of the batting away, following the curve of
the scallop. Now fold the backing over the edge of the
batting and baste all around.
Next, fold the quilt top edge under to the marked line
and baste through all thicknesses again. You are now
ready to whipstitch the edge of the quilt with thread to
match the top fabric. When finished, remove all basting
and finish the quilting, ending with a row of quilting about
½-inch from the edge, following the shape of the scallops.

Baby Hexagon Quilt
Copyright Brigitte Gibliin
Email: mail@brigittegiblinquilts.com
Web: www.brigittegiblinquilts.com
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General Instructions
Fabrics should be 100% cotton, pre-washed and ironed
prior to cutting. Most fabrics will shrink 3-5% when
washed and some dark colours will run. Requirements
are based on fabric 44 inches (112cm) wide.

Stop 1/2”
before
corner

Observe straight grain lines marked on patterns.
Rotary cutting and machine piecing: A 1/4 inch seam
allowance is used throughout the piecing instructions.
Seam allowance is included in rotary cutting measurements unless otherwise stated. Check the accuracy of
your 1/4 inch and adjust needle position if necessary.
Hand piecing: Make clear plastic templates of each
Stop 1/2”
shape by tracing over the patterns provided. Mark
straight grain lines on templates. Place templatesbefore
on the
corner
wrong side of fabric and trace around the shape with a
2B pencil. Add 1/4 inch seam allowance when cutting
out fabric. Sew pieces together by hand using a running
stitch on marked lines only. Do not sew into seam allowance when hand piecing. Stitches should be between
1/16th and 1/8th inch in length.
Hand appliqué: Make clear plastic templates by tracing
over the patterns provided. Place templates on right side
of fabrics and trace around shapes using a 2B pencil.
Add a generous 1/8th inch seam allowance when cutting
fabrics. Pin and baste shapes into place. I use the needle
turn method of appliqué, which is simple and particularly
suitable for naïve work. Use thread to match the top
fabric. Appliqué or blind stitches should be no more than
1/8th inch in length. Snip to appliqué line on concave
edges for ease of turning.

Stop 1/2”
before
corner

Fold up,
45 degrees
to corner

Fold
Fold down,
up, lev
with
edge. Stit
45 degrees
towards
to cornerthe ne
corner and sto
1/2” before co

Fold down, level
with edge. Stitch Fold down, level
towards the next with edge. Stitch
corner and stop towards the next
1/2” before corner corner and stop
1/2” before corner

Circles: Perfect circles are best done over cardboard
templates cut to the exact size, edges smoothed with fine
sandpaper and fabric gathered around template using a
1/4 inch seam allowance. Spray starch on the back of
each circle and press. Remove cardboard when cool
then baste and appliqué.
Mitred binding: Cut the binding fabric into strips and sew
together to make one long strip. Iron in half along the
length, wrong sides together. Sew to the quilt top, starting at centre bottom, 1/2 in from the raw edges. To mitre
the binding, stop 1/2 in from the corner, Back Stitch and
take out of machine – fig 1. Fold the binding up making a
45% angle with the binding strip – fig 2. Fold down, level
with the edge and sew to the next corner – fig 3. Repeat
for all corners and overlap the ends of the binding. Fold
binding to back and slip stitch in place with thread to
match the binding.
1 – General Instructions
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GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS – MITRED BORDERS
Making a mitre template: Mitring a border is easier if you
make a plastic template with a 45 degree angle first. This
can be done by lining up the 45 degree angle on your
ruler with the bottom right edge of a piece of template
plastic and marking a line on the plastic.
Mark another line ¼ inch from the first line and cut the
template plastic along this line. Draw an arrow on the top
right hand corner of the template.

Place the mitre template in line with the border seam
on the wrong side of the quilt. Position the arrow at the
exact spot where you stopped sewing. Draw a line along
the 45-degree edge of the template with a 2B pencil.
This is your sewing line. Move the template ¼ inch to the
right so that you cover the sewing line and draw another
line. This is your cutting line. Flip the mitre over to mark
the corresponding border. Cut off the excess border
fabric and line up the raw edges of the border. Pin with
the two raw edges together and then stitch on the sewing line towards the outside edge. Press the seams to
one side.
					

Back of
quilt top

45°
To mitre borders: On the wrong side of the quilt top
mark a ¼ inch square in each corner. Leave an overlap,
equivalent to the width of the border, and place quilt over
border, right sides together. Pin in place and then stitch,
starting ¼ inch from the corner, making sure you do not
sew into the ¼ inch marked square. Sew to the next
corner and stop at the ¼ inch marked square, backstitch
and repeat for each corner. Press the seams towards the
outside edge.

Back of
quilt top

Border
fabric

Do not
sew into
1/4” square
on corners

Border
fabric
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Paper Piecing Instructions
Paper Piecing – The English Method
WORKING WITH HEXAGONS – BRIGITTE
GIBLIN
The larger the hexagon, the more seam allowance you
will need. e.g.:
•

for a ½ inch hexagon – allow ¼ inch seam allowance

•

for a ¾ inch hexagon – allow a scant 3/8th inch
seam allowance

•

for a 1 inch hexagon – allow 3/8th inch
seam allowance

•

for 1 ½ inch hexagon and over – allow ½ inch
seam allowance

NOTE: A hexagon is measured along the edge, which is
equal to the radius.
Make accurate cutting
templates in clear plastic, including the seam
allowance.
Mark the original
hexagon shape in the
centre, and lines on
point and square for
fussy cutting fabrics.
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Try not to pin, but if you need to, use a short appliqué pin
on the fabric side so that your thread will not get caught
as you sew.
Baste the fabric over the papers without stitching through
the paper. This way the papers can be removed without
removing the basting. The basting secures the folded
edges and prevents them bunching when the work is
washed.
Centre the paper piece on the wrong side of the fabric.
Fold the fabric over one side of the paper and hold it in
place while you fold the adjacent side over, neatly pleating
the fabric at the corner. Take two small stitches across
this folded corner, fold over the next side and make one
stitch across the corner. Continue in this manner until the
last fold and finish with 2 stitches across the corner.

How you fussy-cut your fabrics will have a dramatic effect on the look of your paper piecing. Using stripes and
geometric prints on the outer edge of diamond shapes
will act as a frame around fussy-cut motifs for the centre
and surrounding 8 hexagons. Consider whether you need
to fussy-cut with the featured motif or stripe placed “on
point” or “square” to achieve the desired effect.
See example below
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WHIP STITCHING

DID YOU KNOW?

Hold 2 hexagons together, right sides facing. Knot your
thread and insert under a corner so that the needle
comes out on the point. Sew straight across, catching
only one or two threads and spacing stitches 1/16th inch
apart, so that you have 12 stitches plus one to finish on
a 1-inch hexagon – 13 stitches in all. If you have difficulty
inserting your needle, your fabric is basted too tightly over
the papers.

You will rarely see quilting on an antique paper-pieced
quilt. Old English and French paper pieced quilts were
simply backed and edged without batting or quilting.
They were used as decorative coverlets on beds or
furniture or as bed and curtain hangings.

Note: always leave papers in outer edge of work until the
next round is sewn on. Internal papers can be removed
as needed and reused.
Needle size is also very important for hand stitching. Try
using a number 9 or 10 milliner or straw needle. This is a
fine, long needle, making it ideal for all hand work.

Papers were sometimes left inside quilts made for charity
– this added an extra layer of warmth – there is a reference to the “rustling of the quilt” in Oliver Twist.
Most of the effect of paper pieced quilts is in the fussy
cutting of fabrics to achieve dramatic impact. It takes a
little longer to cover papers and whipstitch them together,
so don’t feel bad about not quilting your finished project.
Back it, edge it with a fringe, pompoms or rick rack and
enjoy!

It is easy to hold and will not get “lost” in your fingers. It
is the only needle I use for appliqué, hand piecing, whip
stitching and quilting. I prefer number 10 for appliqué and
slightly thicker number 9 for quilting.

OTHER SHAPES AND SIZES
It’s a good idea to always make clear plastic templates
including seam allowance, and lines through centre for
fussy cutting.
All paper pieced shapes can be basted without stitching
through the papers up to 2” sides.
Shapes with sides longer than 2 inches should be basted
through the paper.
Any shape with sides longer than 1 ½ inches will have a
constant ½ inch seam allowance when cutting fabrics.
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For large shapes, a bull dog clip or paper clip will help to
hold the fabric and paper shape together while basting.
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