
COPYRIGHT BRIGITTE GIBLIN QUILTS
this pattern is for personal use only

THE NUNDLE DILLY BAG MADE BY BRIGITTE GIBLIN

THE NUNDLE DILLY BAG MADE BY BRIGITTE GIBLIN



THE NUNDLE DILLY-BAG  Made by Brigitte Giblin

A dillybag or dilly bag is a traditional Australian Aboriginal bag, generally woven from the fibres of plant species 
of the Pandanus genus. I started making my dilly bag on a road trip from Bathurst in Central New South Wales to 
Goondiwindi just over the border in Queensland.  On the drive we stayed in one of my favourite little towns – Nun-
dle, where I purchased two souvenir “Australian Galah” tea towels with which to line my bag.
 Personalise your bag by lining it with hometown or vintage tea towels – it adds a lovely touch.

This is a large bag with a round base, measuring 16” high and 22 ½” across when flattened.

Traditionally made using the English Paper Piecing method, it will take you about a week to complete this project.   
This bag is big enough to hold all your hand sewing tools and current project – plus a stash of fabrics.  Make it with 
scrappy fabrics for a vintage look, or fussy-cut your patches for a co-ordinated look. 

MATERIALS
-            Scrap fabrics for the hexagons, half-hexagons, pentagons and diamonds – or a selection of 5-9 different        
fabrics with suitable motifs for fussy cutting – see diagram 1 for placement of the fabric choices or repeat fabrics
- 1m each of lining fabric and fusible  medium weight interfacing
- template plastic for the base and the 5 pattern pieces
- 3m of ¼” thick cording or ribbon for the draw-string
- Pre-cut paper pieces:  - a pack containing all necessary papers for The Nundle Dilly Bag is available from 
www.brigittegiblinquilts.com 
•	 109,		1½”		hexagon	papers	
•	 6,	1	½”	half-hexagon	papers
•	 	12,		1½”		pentagon	papers	
•	 30,	1	½”	6-pointed	star	diamond	papers
•	 6,	1	½”	equilateral	triangles
•	 4,	5/8”	hexagon	papers	for	finishing	the	ends	of	cording	or	ribbon	

NOTE:  the method given here is for English Paper piecing.  You can however, choose to hand piece the bag using 
¼”	seam	allowance.		If	you	are	hand	piecing,	either	make	templates	for	the	finished	size	and	mark	a	sewing	line	
on the wrong side of your fabrics so that you can pin through the points and have a line to sew on, or alternately, 
cut templates and fabrics  including the ¼” seam allowance and ‘eyeball’ the seam allowance when sewing.

METHOD – OUTER SHELL 
Make	fabric-cutting	templates,	including	3/8”	to	½”	seam	allowance,	for	the	5	pattern	pieces.		See	diagram	1		for	
fabric placement and how many of each print to cut if fussy cutting.  
Cut the fabrics for the different shapes.  Cover the papers by wrapping the fabrics over the papers and basting  
through the folds of the seam allowance on the back, without stitching through the papers, so that papers can be 
removed without un-picking the basting (this keeps the seam allowances flat).
Refer to diagram 1 - whip-stitch the hexagons together for the base.
Make 3 each of the two different side panels A & B 
Sew the 6 side panels to the base and then sew the panels together along the diamonds to make up the outer shell.  
Remove internal papers from the base and side panels as you assemble to make whip stitching easier. When as-
sembly is complete and all papers are removed, press the top edge lightly.  See diagrams and photo.



LINING – half inch (12mm) seam allowance is included in all measurements.
Fold the bag flat, so that there is a half-hexagon folded on each end, in preparation for the lining, base and casing.  
The centre of the front and back should be a row of diamonds.  See diagram 2 – which shows one side of the bag.
From the lining fabric cut:
 Two panels 23 ½” wide x 15 ½” high for the bag sides
Two	pieces	20	½”	wide	x	5”	high	for	the	draw	string	casing
And one, 15 ½” diameter circle for the base, using the pattern provided.
From the fusible interfacing cut:
Two	panels	22	½”	wide	x	14	½”	high	for	the	bag	sides	and	one	14	½”	diameter	circle	for	the	base,	using	the	pat-
tern provided.
Apply the interfacing to the side panels and base fabric.  Sew the two panels together along the 15 ½” sides, using 
½”	seam	allowance	to	make	a	tube.		Mark	each	quarter	of	the	tube	and	each	quarter	of	the	base	circle.		With	right	
sides together, pin the corresponding marks together, adding more pins between marks and then baste all around.  
Ease if necessary. Stitch through all thicknesses, ½” from the edge. 

OPTIONAL – if you want to add pockets to the inside of your bag, do this now.

From the template plastic, cut a 13 ½” diameter circle for the base.  Place in the bottom of bag and insert the lin-
ing so that the side seams are in line with the centre of the two half hexagons on each end.  Check to see that the 
lining	fits	and	make	any	necessary	adjustments.	The	lining	should	be	½”	higher	than	the	outer	bag.		Remove	for	
sewing the draw-string casing.
Prepare the casing by making two ¼” turnings towards the wrong side on each 5” end of the casing fabric. Check 
that the length corresponds to the top edge of the hexagons, between the two end half-hexagons, which should 
be 19 ½”.  Hem the turning by hand or machine.  Press in half along the length, wrong sides together.   Sew one 
casing to each side of the lining, right sides facing and centred between the two side seams using a ½” seam allow-
ance. Fold the casings up and press the seam allowance to the wrong side. Stitch a ½” channel for the draw-string 
by stitching ¾” in from the top edge and again 1 ¼” from the top edge.  Do this for both casings.  

ASSEMBLY
Insert the plastic base into the bottom of the bag, and then position the lining inside.  The top edges of the outer 
shell and lining should meet.  Pin the layers together, and then machine stitch in place close to the edge of the 
hexagons.

DRAW-STRING
Cover	4,	5/8th”	hexagon	papers	with	fabric.		Do	not	remove	the	papers.	Using	a	safety	pin	or	bodkin,	thread	one	
cord	through	the	casing	openings,	starting	and	finishing	on	right	side.		Thread	the	other	cord	starting	and	finish-
ing on the left side.  Stitch through the raw ends to secure them together, and then enclose each end within two 
hexagons by whip stitching around the edges of the hexagons. 

 

 COPYRIGHT:  this pattern is published by Brigitte Giblin Quilts and is for personal use only.  It is a breach of 
copyright to photocopy or share this pattern.  It should not be used for commercial purposes without the publisher’s 
consent.
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make 3 of each side
panel - i.e. 3 with diamonds

and 3 without diamonds

base - make 1

7 panels make up the bag - one base + 3 of each side panel A and B

A

B

diagram 1
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 on each end and diamond row in centre

diagram 2
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PATTERN PIECES

1.5”
60˚ DIAMOND

1.5”
PENTAGON

1.5
HEXAGON

1.5”
HALF-HEXAGON

1.5”
EQUILATERAL

TRIANGLE
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quarter circler for cutting base

  

place on fold
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1 2 3

1-cut lining fabric
2 - cut interfacing

3 - cut plastic base



Greetings from NUNDLE
“Hills of Gold”

Australian Galahs
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