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HONEYCOMB TOTE BAG  made by Brigitte Giblin
This pattern uses the English paper piecing method, where pre-cut paper shapes are first cov-
ered with fabric, and then stitched together.  It’s a lovely way to use small scraps of fabric 
and include some of your favourite prints.

FINISHED SIZE:   13” high x 15” wide approx (33cm x 38cm)

MATERIALS
•	 assorted	scraps	for	the	honeycombs
•	 147	1-inch	honeycomb	papers	for	the	patchwork	panel	**see	note
•	 .5m	(2/3yd)	heavy	weight	fabric	–	e.g.	upholstery	linen	–	for	the	background	and	base
•	 .5m	(2/3yd)	heavy	weight	fabric	for	the	lining
•	 .5m	(2/3yd)	firm,	fusible	woven	interfacing
•	 1m	(1	1/4yd)	each	of	two	different	1-1	½	inch	wide	braids	for	the	handles
•	 1m	(1	1/4yd)	wide	gauge	rik-rak	for	the	top	edging	
•	 Hand	sewing	tools,	stapler	and	2B	pencil
•	 Template	plastic
•	 Sewing	machine
*						5-1/2”	x	9”	piece	of	stiff	cardboard	or	template	plastic	for	the	base
**NOTE:		complete	set	of	pre-cut	papers	and	fabric-cutting	template	to	make	this	bag	is	
available from: www.brigittegiblinquilts.com  
     

THE OUTER SHELL
Method:		using	the	paper	pieces	as	a	guide,	make	a	plastic	cutting	template	for	the	fabrics,	
including	3/8ths-inch	seam	allowance.		Use	the	template	to	cut	147	honeycomb	shapes	from	an	
assortment of scrap fabrics.
Cover the papers by neatly folding the fabric at the corners and stitching through the fold, 
without sewing through the papers.  This way the papers can be removed without having to 
remove	the	basting.		The	basting	will	help	keep	the	back	of	your	work	flat.	Tip:		do	not	baste	
too tightly over the papers.  If you have difficulty whip stitching or are catching the edge of 
the papers, then you have basted too tightly.
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Whip stitching:		hold	2	shapes	together,	right	sides	facing.		Knot	your	thread	and	bring	the	nee-
dle up under the fabric into one corner.  Sew straight across the edges with small stitches, spaced 
about	1/16th	inch	(or	2mm)	apart,	that	is,	4	stitches	per	quarter	inch.		Whip	stitch	21	honey-
comb	shapes	together	for	each	row.		Sew	the	7	rows	together	as	per	diagram	2	so	that	3	rows
step	to	the	left	and	4	rows	step	to	the	right.

APPLIQUEING THE PANEL
Cut	the	background	fabric:		32”	wide	x	18”	high
Press the honeycomb panel and remove the papers, except for the 1st and last shape of each row, 
when	cool.		Baste	the	panel	to	the	background	fabric,	placing	the	top	honeycomb	points	2”	from	
the	raw	edge,	the	sides	½”	from	the	edges,	and	the	bottom	points,	3	½”	from	the	bottom	raw	
edge.		Baste	along	the	length,	through	the	rows,	top,	bottom	and	centre.			See	diagram	2
 
Appliqué	the	top	and	bottom	edges	of	the	panel	to	the	background	fabric	omitting	the	end	hon-
eycombs	still	basted	over	papers.		Turn	the	panel	to	the	back	and	pin	the	background	fabric	away	
from	the	edges.		Whipstitch	the	remaining	honeycomb	shapes	together,	interlocking	the	pieces	
to form a tube.  Remove the papers and slip stitch the top and bottom seams.  Sew a running 
stitch	between	the	two	ends	to	close	the	seam,	taking	care	to	avoid	stitching	through	to	the	
right side.

FORMING THE BASE
Working	on	the	wrong	side,	machine	stitch	across	the	bottom	of	the	bag,	½”	from	the	raw	edg-
es.		Mark	the	gusset	seam	on	both	sides	with	a	2B	pencil,	3”	in	and	3	½”	down	as	per	diagram	
3.  Fold the base so that the seam is in the centre and the corners form a point.  Pin and then 
stitch	on	the	marked	lines	to	secure	the	base	gusset.		Press	the	points.		Cut	a	rectangle	of	stiff	
cardboard	or	template	plastic	for	the	base:		9”	x	5	½”.		Round	off	the	corners	and	place	be-
tween	the	base	points,	covering	the	centre	base	seam.		Fold	the	points	back	onto	the	cardboard	
and	staple	on	both	sides	to	hold	in	place.		See	diagram	4
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diagram	4
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Press	a	1-½”	turning	along	the	top	edge	to	the	wrong	side.		Turn	the	outer	shell	to	the	right	s

BAG LINING
From	the	lining	fabric,	cut	a	rectangle:		32”	wide	x	18”	high.		From	the	interfacing	fabric,	cut	a	
rectangle to the same size and iron to the wrong side of the lining fabric.
From	scrap	fabric	cut	a	6”	x	8”	rectangle	for	the	pocket.		Edge	the	pocket	by	machine	stitching	
two	¼”	turnings	all	around.		Position	the	pocket	5”	in	and	5”	down	from	the	top	left	corner	
of the lining.  Pin and then stitch in place through the lining and interfacing, as per diagram 5.  
With	right	sides	together,	sew	the	side	seam	and	then	the	bottom	seam,	using	½”	seam	allow-
ance.		Again,	mark	the	gusset	seam,	making	allowance	for	the	side	seam.		See	diagram	6.		Fold	
and	pin	the	base	so	that	the	seam	is	in	the	centre	and	stitch	on	the	marked	lines	across	the	
points,	as	in	the	outer	shell.		Press	the	points	towards	the	centre.		Press	a	1-½”	turning	along	
the	top	edge	to	the	wrong	side.		Pin	and	then	stitch	the	rik-rak	close	to	the	turned	edge	on	
the wrong side. 
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ASSEMBLY
Insert the lining into the outer shell.  Smooth the sides and pin together around the middle.
Pin and then stitch the two braid lengths together close to the edges.  Cut into two, 50cm long 
pieces for the handles.  Pin the handles in place, between the lining and outer shell, leaving a 5” 
spacing in the centre of each side. Stitch all around the top of the bag, close to the edge to se-
cure the handles and the layers.

TIP	–	”scotch-guard”	your	bag	to	protect	it	from	soiling.

This pattern is for personal use only.  It is a breach of copyright to copy or share this patern
without the author’s permission. 
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